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tuous action; she is there for swiftness, for the imme-
diately effective process, the rapid and direct stroke.,
the frontal assault that carries everything before it."

II

It seems that some kind of strife is at the root of
everything by which Nature keeps up her progressive
movement towards her evolutionary goal. The world
itself, it may be said, is born out of the clash of mate-
rial and other forces, and it proceeds by perpetual
struggle against those that oppose its onward march,
ever creating new things, ever destroying the old, and
leading through whatever trouble and apparent con-
fusion towards an approximation to some divine reve-
lation. Whatever that may be, "this is certain that
there is not only no construction here without des-
truction, no harmony except by a poise of contending
forces, won out of many actual and potential discords,
but also no continued existence of life except by a con-
stant self-feeding and devouring of other life. Our
very bodily life is a constant dying and being reborn,
the body itself a beleaguered city attacked by as sailing,
protected by defending forces whose business is to
devour each other: and this is only a type of all our
existence. The command seems to have gone out from
the beginning, 'Thou shalt not conquer except by
tattle with thy fellows and thy surroundings; thou
shalt not even live except by battle and struggle and

by absorbing into thyself other life. The first law of